Paradigm Shifting Without A Clutch

By Stephen Michael Kellat

Within the Ubuntu realm there have been some dramatic changes that have
erupted at the end of February 2013. The first shift was that the Ubuntu
Developer Summit has shifted to an electronic-only format with the first
one in the new style set to launch within a week of announcement. The
second shift was the announcement that rolling releases are under formal
consideration with that release paradigm change being under
consideration at the hastily-announced event.

Where is the Ubuntu realm going? If you have the answer to that, you are
among a select few. For the various flavors such as Xubuntu, Kubuntu,
and Lubuntu this is perhaps a systemic shock as the main flavor is now
making fairly radical changes that may or may not fit with the goals of
the flavor projects. The main line of Ubuntu is seeking convergence
where it dominates the desktop, the tablet, and the phone. Rolling
releases will presumably be needed to keep up with the fast-paced phone
realm.

This is a bit of a change. Is the desktop where the future of computing
is headed? Is the desktop going away in favor of pocket computers that
somewhere inside still have a tiny amount of circuitry that results in
them being called "phones"? That much is uncertain. The gamble being
made by Canonical as it adds yet another mobile operating system to an
already crowded space is that that is where things are headed. As noted
by Anna Leach on The Register earlier in February, total planet-wide
sales of cellular phones declined 1.7% last year. Half of all cellular
phones on the planet sold in 2012 were made by one of the following
three manufacturers/design bureaus: Apple, Samsung, Nokia.

Right now there is a bit of a rupture as to where Ubuntu and its flavors
are progressing. That is unfortunate. There remains quite a bit of
uncertainty in the market and no clear breakthrough leads yet that are
truly destroying one segment of the market for another. The desktop is
not dead and the cell phone seems mature/stagnant in terms of innovation
at the moment.

Between the UDS changes and the rolling releases proposal, we are
effectively rolling the dice. As a user of Xubuntu on a BeagleBoard-xM,
I have to watch the development of the rolling release proposal very
carefully to see if I am not left behind as Personal Package Archives
(PPAs) do not build for ARM architecture routinely. My board is already
considered unsupported but I would still like some flavor of Ubuntu,
preferably Xubuntu, to still be able to boot on it. Indicators currently
are not pointing towards that but towards a major drive now to get
Ubuntu Phone ready and live as soon as possible.

Let us all hope that this roll of the dice is the right one.
